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Suggested Guidelines for Applying 918
Proprietary products? 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
Proprietary Products
1. Certification for No Suitable 
Existing Equal Material
2. Certificate for Product Essential 
for Synchronization
3. Experimental





FHWA Approved Guideline for Specifying 
Proprietary Geosynthetics as an Alternate
 Title 23 – Highways
 Chapter I
 Subchapter G – Engineering & Traffic Operations
 Part 635 – Construction & Maintenance
 Section 635.411 – Material or product selection
23 CFR 635.411
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
FHWA Approved Guideline for Specifying Proprietary Geosynthetics as an Alternate
Proprietary products23 CFR 635.411 prohibits FHWA from 
using federal funds to pay for patented or 
proprietary products, unless such products 
are obtained through competitive bidding 
with equally suitable unpatented items.
FHWA Approved Guideline for Specifying Proprietary Geosynthetics as an Alternate
By Peter Narsavage, P.E.
ODOT Office of Construction Administration
FHWA Approved Guideline for Specifying Proprietary Geosynthetics as an Alternate
 Prepare set of plans presenting at least two alternates for subgrade 
stabilization
 One alternate includes use of a generic geosynthetic conforming to 918.05(a), 
Type IA and Type IB
 Other alternate includes use of a proprietary geosynthetic
What’s the process?
FHWA Approved Guideline for Specifying Proprietary Geosynthetics as an Alternate
 Step 1 – determine the depth of the undercut for the generic geogrid using 
appropriate engineering design methods.
 Step 2 – determine the depth of the undercut for the proprietary geosynthetic 
using appropriate engineering design methods.
Typical Sections
FHWA Approved Guideline for Specifying Proprietary Geosynthetics as an Alternate
Example Typical Sections
PROPRIETARY GEOSYNTHETIC
FHWA Approved Guideline for Specifying Proprietary Geosynthetics as an Alternate
(PRODUCT NAME)
PRO(PRODUCT) (MANUFACTURER NAME AND LOCATION)
INSTALL PER SECTION 918.
FHWA Approved Guideline for Specifying Proprietary Geosynthetics as an Alternate
FHWA Approved Guideline for Specifying Proprietary Geosynthetics as an Alternate
Thank you!
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